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RETIREE RECRUITMENT TASK FORCE
Don Alexander & David Sutton, Co-Chairs

	 The 22nd Annual 
L e g i s l a t i v e 
Breakfast was held 
on a wintry January 
8th at the Fairfield 
Glade Conference 
Center with over 
55 individuals 
in attendance. 
Early morning 
temperatures and 
road conditions 
proved to be less 
than pleasant, 
but the breakfast 
continued with a 
great turnout. Due 
to sickness and 
road conditions, 

State Senator Charlotte Burks didn’t attend; however, she 
sent pertinent budget information for attendees. State 
Representative Cameron Sexton shared the vision he had 
for Cumberland County and discussed bills that would be 
introduced. A special thank you to Progressive Savings Bank 
for sponsoring the breakfast.

LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST
	 On March 22nd and 23rd, The Big Picture – State Government 
session of Leadership Cumberland was held in Nashville. 
Leadership Cumberland is a program of the Community 
Development Division and is administrated by the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
	 On Tuesday evening, participants heard from Paul Degges, 
Tennessee Department of Transportation. Mr. Degges spoke of the 
responsibilities within the department as well as the current road 
projects in Cumberland County. In addition, participants enjoyed 
dinner at the Capitol Grille located inside The Hermitage Hotel 
with special guest Brock Hill, Deputy Commissioner of Parks and 
Conservation. 
	 Wednesday proved to have great speakers. State Representative 
Cameron Sexton joined Leadership for breakfast at the Doubletree 
Hotel; participants attended a Senate education committee 
meeting as well as a great presentation by Tourist Commissioner 
Susan Whitaker, a meeting with State Senator Charlotte Burks, 
tour of the Capitol and finished the day with Governor Bill Haslam 
and State Representative Cameron Sexton posing for a photo 
(Senator Burks was detained in a committee meeting during 
photo). Also, participants attended the Tennessee Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry luncheon with Governor Bill Haslam 
giving the keynote address which focused on jobs, workforce 
development and education.     
	 Many thanks to State Representative Cameron Sexton and 
Mary Watts, Executive Assistance for all their assistance during 
the session and being a great host as well as Senator Burks for 
her assistance!
	 Many great compliments and evaluations were noted on the 
session. More photos are on the back page.

Leadership goes to Nashville

Left to Right: Jerry Wood, Chamber Board 
Chair; Jane Powers, Co-Chair of Community 
Development Division; State Representative 
Cameron Sexton; Nathaniel and Olivia Sexton; 
Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr.; Mayor J.H. Graham 
III; Gary Human, Jobs Specialist – TN Dept. 
of Economic & Community Development and 
Landon Colvard.

LIVE SOUTH SHOW IN GREATER 
PHILADELPHIA = SUCCESS!

	 With 15 inches of 
snow on the ground 
and temperatures 
below freezing makes 
for an ideal weekend 
in greater Philadelphia 
to promote Crossville-
Cumberland County and 
Tennessee as a great 
relocation destination. 
On January 29th and 
30th, the Crossville-
Cumberland County 
Chamber of Commerce 
partnered with the Retire 
Tennessee program as 
a certified community 
at the Live South Real 
Estate Show in greater 
Philadelphia. Despite 
the weather, over 400 
individuals attended the 
show to gain knowledge about the South. Crossville-Cumberland 
County was promoted as a community with a mild climate, natural 
beauty, quality healthcare, urban conveniences, rural peacefulness 
and low property tax. Remember………Crossville-Cumberland 
County – It’s Just Better Here!     

Far Right - Ashley Kesterson of the Chamber of 
Commerce represented/promoted Crossville-
Cumberland County and Tennessee along 
with Matt Caldwell and Sean Stephens, Ladd 
Landing; Susan Caruso and Buddy Frazier, 
Long Branch Lakes in Spencer; Ramay 
Winchester, Retire TN program director and 
Laura Canada, Cookeville-Putnam County 
Chamber of Commerce.

TOP RETIREMENTS 
     For 2011, Crossville has been ranked 18th of 100 towns on the Best 
Place to Retire list.
    Topretirements.com, “Where Baby Boomers Go to Find Their Best 
Place to Retire”, has published its 100 most popular list annually since 
2007. It is important to note that the list uses a criterion that is quite 
different from most other lists. The list is essentially a popularity contest; 
it reflects the towns that visitors to this “find your best place to retire” 
website are most interested in for retirement. The list may be viewed at 
http://www.topretirements.com. 

WEBINARS
     On January 18th, the AARC offered a free webinar to their members, 
which was presented by Jim Taylor, Vice Chair of the Harrison Group; 
will arm you to capitalize on the expected 2011 home sales increase. 
Harrison Group's recent American Express Wealth Study surveyed 3,460 
clients worth $4.6 - 17m. These affluent, 45+ US head of households 
have greater than $100k in discretionary income and say they plan to 
spend 300% more on real estate in 2011. The increase is primarily on 
retiree homes & resort properties.
     On March 23rd, the AARC offered a free webinar to their members, 
which was presented by Berkeley Young, President of Young Strategies. 
The March webinar focused on Emerging Travel Trends and Converting 
Travelers to Residents.
    Beth Alexander and Ashley Kesterson participated in both webinars. 

CENSUS 2010
Cumberland County		  56,053
Crossville			   10,795
Crab Orchard			   752
Pleasant Hill			   563
Fairfield Glade			   6,989
Lake Tansi			   3,803

The Census 2010 is now available!



Other Indicators	 2009	 2010	 2011 Jan	 2011 Feb
Electric Meters	 32,012	 32,215	 32,226	 32,215	
Employment	 18,610	 20,454	 20,040	 20,170	
Unemployment	 2,710	 2,510	 2,970	 2,950 
Unemployment Rate	 12.7%	 11.0%	 12.9%	 12.7% 

Building Permits 	 2008	 2009	 2010	 2011 YTD
City of Crossville - New Homes	 63	 38	 47	 32 ((Mar)
Lake Tansi - New Homes	 54	 42	 34	 3 (Mar) 
Fairfield Glade - New Homes	 88	 63	 64	 8 (Mar) 

Population 
Census	 2000	 2010
Cumberland County	 46,801	 56,053	
City of Crossville 	 8,964	 10,795 
Crab Orchard	 838	 752
Pleasant Hill	 544	 563
Fairfield Glade	 4,885	 6,989
Lake Tansi  	 2,621	 3,803       

Board of 
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Charlie Strayer 
David Sutton 
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One half of sales tax collected inside the city limits of Crossville, Crab Orchard, and Pleasant Hill is designated by State of Tennessee law to be allocated 
to the local school systems(s).  In Cumberland County, with only one school system, it gets all of the allocation.  Outside of the three cities, Cumberland 
County has designated about 90% of the sales tax to the school district and one half (the sales tax increase of 1999) to debt retirement on new school 
classroom construction. The remaining portion of the county share of asles tax is about 10%.  It goes to the county general fund.

Leadership Cumberland 2011 with Governor Bill Haslam  
and State Representative Cameron Sexton.

Leadership Cumberland 2011 with State Representative  
Cameron Sexton and Tourist Commissioner Susan Whitaker.

Local Option Sales Tax	 2009 Annual	 2010 annual	 2011 jan 	 2011 Feb
County/City Name	N et Collections	N et Collections 	N et Collections	N et Collections
Cumberland County	 $2,634,088.21	 $ 2,751,126.60	 $ 231,250.06	 $ 167,431.28
Crossville	 $ 12,869,796.58	 $ 13,231,831.80	 $ 1,356,037.80	 $ 875,469.21
Pleasant Hill	 $ 56,973.67	 $  56,117.93	 $ 4,358.55	 $ 4,109.76
Crab Orchard	 $ 128,407.78	 $ 166,461.71	 $ 14,355.72	 $ 6,052.25




